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Goal: To inform students about the diversity of careers related to the Health Sciences. 

Background
When one thinks of careers in the health sector it is common to picture those individuals with whom we have had contact. Generally this would be the traditional occupations of doctors, dentists, and nurses. Often overlooked are health care workers who work in speciality areas or who work “behind the scenes” or who work in areas outside a hospital or clinic setting. By completing this activity students will become familiar with the great diversity of careers available in the health care sector.

How to Use Career Profiles:

There are several ways teachers can use the Career Profile information on CurioCity to conduct a “virtual career fair”. Individually, or in groups, students could “wander” around the webpage, checking out various health-related profiles by using the key word “health” in the search box and then refine the media topic by clicking the “careers” box).  This will provide a listing of all health-related careers but will not be limited to the human-health careers. 
Teachers, who are registered with CurioCity, could use the “favorite” feature and save specific career profiles to their work space (“My Zone”). Here the favorited profiles can be organized into folders (lists) that can be shared with the class (or with colleagues) as long as they are a member of CurioCity. Teachers can assign specific profiles to individuals or groups. When students access the profiles it is analogous to visiting a booth at a career fair (a sample assignment is provided based on this scenario). Profiles could be arranged in the My Zone lists by different criteria: e.g. those that work in labs; those that work with young people; those that work outside; those that require college diploma; those that require university degree; etc.
If teachers opt to use the My Zone feature, it is recommended that students are provided with a quick run through of the site prior to beginning the activity. They will need to register with CurioCity so you can provide them with permission to access the career profile list you will create for them. (You can tailor the content of each list for each group of students in your class. For example, students with difficulty reading could be provided with video profiles only). During the run through, show students how to access their “My Zone” space where the shared lists will be found. 

The suggested activity below is intended to provide students with a broader perspective of the types of careers that require a health science background. Teachers could opt to extend this activity by adding the following extensions: 
· Using the career selected in question 1, conduct further research to determine the following:
· The education/training required 
· The projected employment opportunities in your province, nationally, and internationally
· The salary range for entry level and senior level employees
· Institutions that provide the education/training required for entry into this career
· Using the information you have collected, created a short presentation that will inform others about this career.
      





